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CONDUCTORS
TOM SNYDER, Music Director & Principal Conductor, retired in June 
2021 to conclude 40 years of public school music teaching, almost all in 
the West Allegheny SD. Roles throughout his tenure included serving as 
K-12 Arts Coordinator, high school musical producer, stage manager 
and band director, middle school music teacher, and elementary 
instrumental lessons teacher. He is continuing at WA in retirement as 
assistant producer with the fall and spring musicals. Tom graduated from 
Clarion State College with a B.S. in Music Education and received a 
master’s in music education from Duquesne University. He is currently 
the State Music Performance Assessment Coordinator for the PA Music 
Educators Association (PMEA), and a concert band adjudicator.

STEPHEN BALDANZI, Associate Conductor, is a well-known musician 
and conductor throughout the Pittsburgh area. He is the music director 
of the Allegheny Brass Band. He has also conducted various musical 
theater orchestras for Stage 62 Theater Company, Carlynton High 
School and Shaler High School. He taught music for 33 years and retired 
in June 2024 from North Allegheny School District. During his tenure at 
North Allegheny, he was the director of bands at the North Allegheny 
Intermediate School as well as the marching band director. Prior to 
working at North Allegheny, Mr. Baldanzi taught music in the Shaler Area 
School District and at Carlow Campus School. Mr. Baldanzi earned a 
Bachelor of Music in composition with a minor in music education from 
William Patterson University. He completed a Master of Music in 
composition at Carnegie Mellon University, studying with Robert Page 
and Leonardo Balada.



FEATURED CONDUCTOR
CLEM ROLIN, Guest Conductor, served as Music Director and Principal 
Conductor of the West Hills Symphonic Band for 16 years until his 
retirement. In 2025, he was named an Honorary Member of the band 
and bestowed with the title Conductor Emeritus. Clem earned his B. S. 
in Music Education and Masters of Education from Duquesne University, 
and served as Director of Bands in both the South Fayette Township and 
Montour School Districts as well as at Robert Morris University. He began 
his association with the West Hills Symphonic Band as an instrumentalist 
during the 1969 season. From that point, he served in periodic roles as 
arranger, guest/substitute/associate conductor and bassist over a 40-
year span. Some of his guest conducting appearances include PMEA 
District Honors Jazz Bands (2006, 2011, 2012), Washington County 
Honors Band (2004, 2019), Elementary District Band (2006) and for the 
World Civic Orchestra at New York’s Lincoln Center (2013, 2015). A long 
time performer at Pittsburgh area jazz and dance music venues, and 
prolific arranger for a wide variety of ensembles, he continues to serve 
as a PMEA adjudicator, guest conductor and clinician for the public 
schools. In 2025, Clem was honored to be elected to the South Fayette 
School District Hall of Fame.



MUSICIANS
FLUTE / PICCOLO
Toni Baldanzi ........................................................Administrator, West Allegheny SD (Retired)
Aliza Blackmon ................. Graduate Student, University of Pittsburgh Department of Chemistry
Pam Brady ...................................................................................American Airlines (Retired)
Jamie Kasper ..........................................Director, Arts Education Partnership, Washington D.C.
Karen Koszak ............................................... Duquesne Light Co.; Bath & Body Works (Retired)
Kaitlin McClain ............................................................................ Store Manager, Starbucks
Drew McKenzie ...................................... Pharmacist, In-Patient Pharmacy, West Penn Hospital
Leigh Snyder ................................................................ IT Systems Analyst, US Steel (Retired)
Ellen Spondike ....................................................Instrumental Music Teacher, Shaler Area MS

OBOE
Haley Casperson .................................................. Project Contracts Specialist, Westinghouse
Deanna Jacobs ..................................................................... Attorney, Federal Government

Eb CLARINET
Laura Smith ......................... Music Teacher; Director of Music, Presbyterian Church of Coraopolis

Bb CLARINET
Frederick Appel ...........................................Customer Service Instructor, US Airways (Retired)
David Bomstein ................................. Accounts Receivable Billing Specialist, ACHIEVA (Retired)
Vince Coppola ................................................................................................... Attorney
Carol Gilmour ............................................................... Physician, UPMC Newborn Medicine
Jodi Kutzner .................................................. Postdoctoral Researcher, Washington University
Laura Macek .........................................................Change Manager at Alcoa; Instructor, CCBC
Maria Mangano ..............................................................................................Visual Artist
Diana Miller ...................................................................... Social Worker, LIFE Beaver County
Ted Nevin ..................Music Teacher, Northgate SD; Conductor, Beaver Co. Wind Ensemble (Retired)
Jim Rumbaugh ....................................................................... Instrument Repair Technician
Katie Russell .........................................Special Education Music Teacher, ACLD Tillotson School
Sara Snyder .................................................................Music Teacher, Seneca Valley MS & HS
Christine Stevens .......................... Freelance Musician; Music Teacher, Shaler Area SD (Retired)
Joe Sullivan ................................................................. Music Teacher, Hopewell SD (Retired)

BASS CLARINET
Janice Coppola ................................................................................ Professional Musician
Rich Pawlish ........................................................... Science Teacher, Mt. Pleasant HS (Retired)



BASSOON
Brett Freithaler ..................................................................... Transit Operator, Port Authority
Jeff Knell ................................................................................ Music Teacher, Bethel Park SD
Amy Readshaw ..................................................... Medical Physicist, Varian Medical Systems
Dane Strickland .................................................................................................... Dentist

ALTO SAXOPHONE
Fran Balog ........................................................................................... Pharmacist (Retired)
Taiylor Baumgardner .........................Elementary General Music & Chorus, West Allegheny SD
Alan Cugini .................................................................. Band Director, Burgettstown Area HS
Trudy Jarvis ............................................Elementary Music Teacher/Hospice Caregiver (Retired)
Andrew Karns ..........IT Data/Systems Analyst; Private Woodwind Instructor; Church Choir Director
Josh Platto .........................................................Representative, Reconciliation at BNY Mellon

TENOR SAXOPHONE
Nick Andes ................................................................................Process Manager, U.S. Steel
Kress Oliver .........................................................................Senior, Robert Morris University

BARITONE SAXOPHONE
Mark McCollum ........................... Band Director, Central Greene SD & West Greene SD (Retired)

TRUMPET
Doug Arndt ....................................................................................... PA State Police Officer
Steve Baldanzi .......... Band Director, North Allegheny (Retired); Conductor, Allegheny Brass Band
Eric Brewer .................................................... Music Program Director, Waynesburg University
Matt Campbell .............................................................................. HVAC Service Technician
Len Cersosimo ..........................................................Band Director, Beaver Falls HS (Retired)
Jon DeGrosky ............................................. PET/CT technologist, Excela Health Mountain View
Mike Holl ............ Elem. Instr. Music Teacher, Chartiers Valley SD (Retired); Freelance Photographer
Bobby Jarsulic .................................. Audio Visual Technician, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
Noah Kilgus .............................................................................Band Director, Avella Area SD
Becky Krivanek .....................................................................K-12 Music Educator Candidate
Gene Laus ......................................................................................... Professional Musician
Matt Nelson ................................................. Director of Bands & Music Teacher, Fort Cherry SD
Bob Poholek ........................................................Professional Musician; Pharmacist (Retired)
Tyler Smith ............................................................................ Prehospital RN, Robinson EMS
Pat Walsh ......................................................... Laboratory Technologist, Interpace Diagnostics



FRENCH HORN
Tara Briggs .................................................................................. Freelance Music Instructor
Emily Dingfelder ................................................ Elementary Music Teacher, Central Valley SD
Erica Guidroz ......................................................................................High Brass Instructor
Raquel Karns ........................................................Stay-at-Home Mom; Church & Band Pianist
Peggy Lee .......................... Horn Instructor & Musician, Northern VA & Washington, DC (Retired)
Kevin McElheny ......................... Band Director & Music Teacher, Jefferson Morgan SD (Retired)
Jeremy Miller ............................................................ Application Consultant, Verint Systems
Chad Toporski ............................................Choral Director & Music Teacher, Quaker Valley MS

TROMBONE
Paul Burt .......................... Traveling Handyman & Maintenance, Millennia Housing Management
Art Craft ............................................................................................. Psychologist (Retired)
Dante DiIanni .................................................................................Cabinet Maker (Retired)
Vince Gorman ...................................................................... Luthier, Brighton Music Center
Brian Harris ........................................................... Director of Bands, Robert Morris University
Shawn Holl ......................................................... Director of Bands, Grades 4-12, Moniteau SD
Justin Miller ..........................................................................Owner, Late to the Game Music
John Neurohr ...................................Wayne Door Sales & Service (Retired); Freelance Musician

EUPHONIUM
Scott Eisenreich ........................... Software Automation Architect, UPMC; Professional Musician
Kate Franc ......................................................................................................... Child Care
Mindy Harrist ...........................Stay-at-Home Mom; M.A. in Public History, Duquesne University
Kit Keiper .................................................................................. Choir Director, Hopewell SD

TUBA
Jeffrey DeGrosky ......................................................................... Software Engineer, Bayer
Alex Kladny ............................................................Actuarial Analyst, Constellation Insurance
David Wire ................................................................................... HVAC Contractor (Retired)

STRING BASS
Mark Perna ...............................................................................................Medical Physicist

PERCUSSION
Alexis Healey ..................................................................................Delivery Director, Hike2
Philip Kronenberg ..............................................Education Representative, Volkwein’s Music
Rick Laus ..........................................................................................  Professional Musician
Joey Watt ............................................................................................Lead Associate, WTW
Deb Weible ................................................................Geologist; Drilling Contractor (Retired)





CONCERT PROGRAM
Tom Snyder, Music Director & Principal Conductor

Stephen Baldanzi, Associate Conductor

Broad Stripes and Bright Stars ..............................................arr. Robert Longfield

Yankee Doodle • Johnny Has Gone for a Soldier
America (My Country, ‘Tis of Thee) • The Star-Spangled Banner

Canzona ..................................................................................................Peter Mennin

Joy Revisited ...........................................................................................Frank Ticheli

The Merry Wives of Windsor Overture ..............................................Otto Nicolai

Clem Rolin, Conductor Emeritus

— INTERMISSION —

Fanfare for a New Era .................................................................................Pinkzebra

A.B.A Symphonic March .................................................................John Cheetham

Cool / Gee, Officer Krupke  .......................................................Leonard Bernstein
from West Side Story arr. Paul Murtha

Danny Boy / Fields of Athenry ............................... Irish Folk Song / Pete St John
arr. Clem Rolin

Clem Rolin, Conductor Emeritus

Into the Light .............................................................................................Jay Bocook



PROGRAM NOTES

Broad Stripes and Bright Stars Robert Longfield

Subtitled, ‘Fantasy on Early American Airs’, this dazzling spectacular 
presents fresh treatments of four patriotic classics. "Yankee Doodle" is, 
surprisingly, a British traditional song, the early versions of which 
predate the Revolutionary War. The tune itself is thought to be much 
older than the lyrics, possibly originating from an Irish melody or a Dutch 
harvest song dating back as far as 15th-century Holland. The lyrics 
developed by the British to that tune were first intended to ridicule the 
comparatively unsophisticated colonial soldiers but later became 
adopted by those same American soldiers who turned the musical 
tables on the British by boisterously singing it with fierce pride. Mostly 
associated with the Civil War, “Johnny Has Gone for a Soldier" is a 
poignant Irish folk song with little known about its history. The lyrics 
lament the sacrifices made by women and how they rose to the 
challenges of assuming all the responsibilities left behind when the men 
went off to war. The memorable lyrics to “America”, also known as “My 
Country, ‘Tis of Thee”, were written by Samuel Francis Smith in 1831 to 
the melody from the de facto national anthem of the United Kingdom, 
“God Save the King”. On September 14, 1814, U.S. soldiers at 
Baltimore’s Fort McHenry raised the garrison flag to celebrate a crucial 
victory over British forces during the War of 1812. The sight of those 
“broad stripes and bright stars” inspired Francis Scott Key to write a 
song that eventually became the national anthem of the United States in 
1931. Key’s words gave new significance to the enduring national 
symbol. The long-time composer and educator, Robert Longfield (b. 
1947), provided us with this symphonic arrangement in 2005. He is 
currently the conductor of the Greater Miami Symphonic Band, one of 
Miami’s premier community bands. 

Joy Revisited Frank Ticheli

The composer relays that “Joy Revisited” and its companion piece, “Joy”, 
are the results of an experiment I have been wanting to try for many 
years: the creation of two works using the same general melodic, 
harmonic, and expressive content. In other words, I endeavored to 
compose un-identical twins, two sides of the same coin -- but with one 
major distinction: Joy”, was created with young players in mind, while 
“Joy Revisited” was aimed at more advanced players. Thus, “Joy”, is more 
straightforward than its companion piece. Where “Joy”, sounds a 
dominant chord, Joy Revisited elaborates upon that chord with a flourish 
of 16th notes. While “Joy Revisited” moves faster, develops ideas further, 
and makes use of a wider register, “Joy”, is more concise. Despite these 
and many more differences between the two works, both come from the 



same essential cut of cloth. Both were composed more or less 
simultaneously, and both were born out of the same source of 
inspiration. In short, “Joy” and “Joy Revisited” serve as two expressions 
of the feelings experienced by one expectant father (who happens also 
to be a composer) on one wonderfully anxious and exciting day.” “Joy 
Revisited” was commissioned by the Longmont HS Band (CO) and 
premiered in 2005.

Canzona Peter Mennin

Born in Erie, PA, Peter Mennin (1923-83) composed “Canzona” in 1958. 
It remains one of the most significant American works written for wind 
band. Inspired by the Renaissance canzona, the piece opens with a 
declamatory idea expressed in massed sonorities. Next, a broad 
melodic line is introduced and supported by powerful rhythmic 
figurations. This is followed by a cantabile section.  These materials are 
developed and expanded, and the piece closes with the opening 
statements brought back in a more dramatic presentation.

Merry Wives of Windsor Overture Otto Nicolai / arr. L.P. Laurendeau

Shakespeare’s character, Falstaff, first appeared in “Henry IV” as a 
comedic contrast to the serious business King Henry faced as his country 
plunged into civil war. Strangely, Falstaff’s drinking, stealing, 
swaggering, and egregious abuse of knightly power allowed him to 
encapsulate the portrayal of the archetypical, monstrous comedic foil 
SO WELL, that Queen Elizabeth I, as well as many of her citizens, 
requested to see MORE of him! So, on her behest, Shakespeare 
RELUCTANTLY brought him back in his raucous, comedic play, “The 
Merry Wives of Windsor.” This time, he not only removed his knightly 
status, but also piled on the vices of greed and womanizing to the much-
maligned fool!  Despite the “double take” branding, the play had 
NOTHING to do with the infamous, ORIGINAL history of the six wives of 
Henry VIII. Rather, just two ladies from the little town of Windsor turning 
the tables on old Falstaff again! Otto Nicolai’s opera of the same name 
premiered in 1849. Despite its original lack of success, it became much 
loved and is regularly performed to this day. Giuseppe Verdi's rare 
COMIC opera, “Falstaff” is another adaption of this Shakespearean play. 
The “Overture to The Merry Wives of Windsor” has long been a favorite 
in concert halls as a standalone piece. The opening depicts a moonlit, 
quiet mystical forest setting, but suddenly jumps from FIERY, jocular, 
romantic and disgruntled back (not to disappoint) to FIERY once again 
in closing. It never fails to engage audiences from start to finish! A live 
film recording of the overture by music director Johnny Green and the 
MGM Symphony won the Academy Award for Best Short Film in 1953.



Fanfare for a New Era Pinkzebra

This exciting and dramatic fanfare features triumphant brass and soaring 
melodies. Pinkzebra is the pseudonym of a successful music producer 
and composer who has built an international brand as an industry leader 
in the world of music licensing for all forms of media. He is also known 
for his uplifting and inspiring songs, upbeat background tracks, and 
sentimental music tracks. Millions of his fans have discovered his music 
through its usage in viral YouTube videos, TV commercials, films, and TV 
shows. Pinkzebra is also a choral music composer whose upbeat, 
positive songs are performed by choirs worldwide.

A.B.A. Symphonic March (Kitty Hawk) John Cheetham

The “A.B.A. Symphonic March: Kitty Hawk” by John Cheetham (1939-
2024) pays musical tribute to one of the most significant moments in 
American history—the first successful powered flight by Wilbur and 
Orville Wright in 1903 at Kitty Hawk, NC. Formerly published as Kitty 
Hawk, this energetic contemporary concert march was commissioned by 
the American Bandmasters Association and published in 1986. The 
bold, confident opening material reflects the determination of early 
aviation pioneers, while contrasting lyrical sections suggest open skies 
and the wonder of flight. Energetic rhythms and soaring melodies 
capture both mechanical motion and human ambition, culminating in a 
triumphant return of the opening theme that celebrates innovation, 
perseverance, and the landmark moment in American history. 

Cool & Gee, Officer Krupke (West Side Story)  Leonard Bernstein / arr. Paul Murtha

West Side Story is one of the most iconic American musicals. It was 
conceived, directed, and choreographed by Jerome Robbins with music 
by Leonard Bernstein, lyrics by Stephen SonItdheim in his Broadway 
debut, and a book by Arthur Laurents. The original 
1957 Broadway production was nominated for six Tony Awards, winning 
two. A 1961 musical film adaptation was nominated for eleven Academy 
Awards and won ten, including for Best Picture. A 2021 film adaptation, 
directed by Steven Spielberg, received seven nominations, including for 
Best Picture. “Cool" was originally performed by Riff as he advises the 
Jets to stay cool before entering the rumble. "Gee, Officer Krupke" is a 
comedy number sung by members of the street gang, the Jets, who 
poke fun at the gruff Police Sergeant Krupke by singing about the 
societal forces that led them to join a gang. The WHSB has 
commissioned the arranger of both of these pieces from West Side 
story, western PA native Paul Murtha, to arrange the beautiful melody by 
Henry Mancini, “Too Little Time” to honor Clem Rolin. It will be 
premiered at the upcoming Spring Concert on April 26! 



Danny Boy / Fields of Athenry arr. Clem Rolin

"Danny Boy" is a moving Irish ballad that serves as a universal lament for 
a loved one who must leave his home and family. It’s most often 
interpreted as a parent saying goodbye to a son going to war. The lyrics 
express deep sorrow, nostalgia, and hope for a reunion, either in life or 
after death. “The Fields of Athenry" is a poignant Irish folk ballad written 
in 1979. It tells a fictional story of love and loss during the Great Famine 
of the 1840s. A young man named Michael in County Galway is 
deported to Australia for stealing corn from a British landowner to feed 
his starving family. It reflects times of injustice, rebellion against the 
British Crown, desperation, and forced exile. An unofficial Irish anthem, 
it is frequently sung at sporting events and by Irish supporters 
worldwide.

LYRICS:

By a lonely prison wall, I heard a young girl calling
"Michael, they have taken you away
For you stole Trevelyan's corn
So the young might see the morn
Now a prison ship lies waiting in the bay"

Low lie the Fields of Athenry
Where once we watched the small free birds fly
Our love was on the wing
We had dreams and songs to sing
It's so lonely 'round the Fields of Athenry

Into the Light Jay Bocook

This is a compelling original work by composer, conductor, arranger, 
and educator, Jay Bocook. This epic one-movement composition was 
commissioned by the Verona HS (NJ) Wind Ensemble. It is structured in 
two main sections, one reflective and one soaring and hopeful, 
depicting the shortened life of a young clarinetist and how she inspired 
those who knew her. Premiered in 1995, the piece closes in celebration 
and a feeling of transcendence …..‘Into the Light’. Jay Bocook (b. 1953) 
is the retired director of athletic bands at Furman University in 
Greenville, SC. with a long career composing and arranging for Hal 
Leonard Publishing, four different Olympic Games, the U.S. Marine 
Band, and several leading drum corps among many other settings. He 
has been inducted into the DCI (Drum Corps International) Hall of Fame, 
and the South Carolina Band Directors Association (SCBDA) Hall of 
Fame. He is also the co-founder and co-director of the Poinsett Wind 
Symphony, one of the leading community bands in the southeast.



�avo!



PERSONAL PATRONS
We extend our sincerest gratitude to all of the personal patrons and

donors who help support the West Hills Symphonic Band! 

BENEFACTOR ($1,000+) CONCERTMASTER (cont.)
Barry & Susan Macek Clem & Karen Rolin

John H. Neurohr, Freelance Musician Marjorie Schaefer

Anonymous John & Debbie Scott

Jim & Wendy Seidel

CONNOISSEUR ($500 – $999) Richard Shyan

Eric & Patricia Fulmer Anonymous

Harold & Marsha Ostrander Anonymous

Mike & Noreen Oswalt Anonymous

Anonymous

CONDUCTOR ($250 – $499)
Nicholas Andes PRINCIPAL ($50 – $99)
Bill & Chris Englert Robert Bodell

Chad Toporski & Shane Gastecki Vince & Stacey Gorman

Dee White Mindy, Dan & Zoey Harrist

Michael Holl

CONCERTMASTER ($100 – $249) Joanne Koeberle, in memory of Liz & Lou Marino

Brent Alexander Gene Laus

Toni & Steve Baldanzi Peggy Lee

Patricia Corbett Louise Marino, in honor of Clem Rolin

Art & Sue Craft, in memory of Imogene Snyder Kaitlin & Jim McClain

Bryan Davidson Douglas & Karen Meley

Kevin Dick Diana & Justin Miller

Bob Greek Julia Miller, in memory of my husband George

Alexis & Ethan Healey Peggy Morrison, in memory of my husband Ken

Harry & Brian LaPlante PureBark Double Reeds

Alan & Peggy Lee Courtney Russo

The Leopold Family, in memory of Dorothy Ellen Spondike

   Leopold, Montour HS Choral Director Lloyd & Marty Zimmer

Bill Lewis Anonymous

Kevin & Kathleen McElheny Anonymous

Michael Pesta Anonymous







Clem Rolin

PAUL MURTHA

HELP US CELEBRATE CLEM ROLIN’S

Legacy & Retirement
at our Spring Concert on Sunday, April 26th

when the West Hills Symphonic Band premieres a

 new commissioned arrangement from Paul Murtha

of Henry Mancini’s “Too Little Time”

We have launched a special 

fundraising campaign to raise 

$5,000 that will cover the costs of 

the commissioned song arrangement 

plus a reception for friends and fans 

of Clem Rolin following the concert.
Use the QR Code to donate!


